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Table 1. The names of the villages in the study area based on population and household (Office of
Rural Studies, Ardabil Provincial Government, 2015) (15).
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Abstract

Background and objectives: After the nationalization of rangelands, the
indigenous management practices have gradually disappeared and beneficiaries
focused on overgrazing, which resulted in negative effects on rangelands and
caused lose of rangelands wealth creation. Due to poor condition of rangelands and
lack of ownership, beneficiaries' children do not have an interest in continuing their
fathers' job. Lack of motivation of beneficiaries, lack of interest in younger
generation as well as gradual elimination of indigenous knowledge and failure to
transfer it to the next generation has caused a lot of damages to animal husbandry
system. Actually, indigenous knowledge is experimental solutions earned by
human over the years to solve the problems based on the past experiences. This
knowledge is dynamic, tempered over time and has high efficiency. Therefore lack
of awareness about it makes the proper implementation of animal husbandry in
each region difficult and uneconomical. This knowledge is understandable, simple,
and efficient, and is transferred orally; therefore, the lack of indigenous knowledge
transfer will result in loss of a several thousand-year-old scientific treasure.

Materials and methods: The aim of this research was to qualitatively investigate
the rural animal husbandry system and indigenous knowledge in the villages of
Baghro region, Ardabil province. This research was aimed to investigate the
efficiency of rural animal husbandry and to evaluate the beneficiaries' indigenous
knowledge about proper range management and the transfer of this knowledge to
the next generation. For this purpose the qualitative technique of focus group
discussion, individual interview and observations were applied. Focus group
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discussion and individual interview were applied to collect indigenous knowledge.
The interest of beneficiaries’ children to continue animal husbandry and their
indigenous knowledge were evaluated by observations and interviews. Overall, the
knowledge of beneficiaries on rural animal husbandry was recorded with formation
of 24 group sessions and 36 individual interviews during two non-continuous
months (2013-2014) and the theory saturation stage was reached.

Results: Results showed that indigenous communities have abundant and very
useful scientific knowledge for range management among which not changing the
pasture in the time of livestock mating, installing seed bags at the neck of male
goats, having a right livestock composition in the herd, segmentation of pasture,
rotation grazing and Preventing livestock grazing on steep slopes could be
mentioned. Our results clearly showed that unfortunately most of young
beneficiaries had little interest in continuing animal husbandry and they had
learned less than a third of indigenous knowledge.

Conclusion: Our results clearly showed that indigenous knowledge of
beneficiaries in the studied area is acceptable and practical therefore animal
husbandry system is qualified enough for proper range management. In addition,
unfortunately, due to lack of interest in the younger generation to continue animal
husbandry, the indigenous knowledge has remained in the heart of the older
beneficiaries and is not fully transferred to the next generation. Therefore, this
issue doubles the necessity of collecting and recording the indigenous knowledge
of each region.

Keywords: Animal husbandry, Indigenous knowledge, Focus Group Discussion,
Interview, Ardabil.
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