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Abstract

Allowance specification of any species is one of the important factors to
determine grazing capacity. Because of lack of enough information in this field, this
research has been performed in order to determine the effect of different clipping
intensity of alfalfa and white clover species at Saraliabad Gorgan rangeland.
Experimental treatments in each block were including four clipping intensity o
(control), 25, 50 and 75 percent. In each treatment, 10 bases from species were
assessed as replication. Results were analyzed by SAS software in split plot
statistical design with ten replications at four years (2006 to 2011). The results
showed that there were significant difference between year, different intensities of
harvest and their interactions (P<0.01). In spite of significant effect of harvesting on
forage production which was observed on Me. lupulina but the drought has also had
significant effect on forage production reduction. Therefore un-grazing and light
grazing suggested for normal and drought condition. Centaurea zuvandica (Sosn.)
Sosn has relative tolerance to drought and wet climate and caused decreasing and
increasing yield performance. 50 and 75% treatments have negative effect on forage
production of this species. Therefore, allowance of this species estimated 37 percent.

Keywords: Medicago lupulina, Centaurea zuvandica, Clipping intensity, Forage
production, Saraliabad Gorgan
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