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Abstract

This research was carried out to evaluate the effect of seed sowing date on maple
seedlings damage due to spring late coldness in Darzicolanursery (Farim Wood Co.
mazandaran-Iran) during 2007 to 2008. Six levels of sowing dates, including (First
week of December, second week of January, first week of February, fourth week of
February, fourth week of March, and second week of April, under random block
design with three replications was investigated. Research was repeated for 2
years.Results showed that the effects of sowing date was significant on maple seeds
germination rate, seedlings mortality rate and seedlings heightgrowth (P<0.01) and
seedlings diameters (P<0.05) too. Theinteraction effect between year and seed
sowing date was significant only for seedlings mortality duo to spring late cold
damage. Both seed germination and seedling mortality rate decreased significantly
when the sowing date reached the second week of April in each year. But the height
and diameters rate increased when the sowing date reached the second week of April
in each year.Thereforeaccording to seedling production efficiency and seedling
growth and mortality rate duo to late cold, it is suggested that, maple seeds be
maintained in cold storage until February, then sowing between fourth weeks of
February to fourth week of March, subject to maintain seed bed moisture in spring.
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